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Divine Triumph: Religious Narratives and Political Wisdom in Shi Lang's
Reconquest of Taiwan

Chi-shen Chang', Chia-ling Chang’
Abstract

In 1683, during the 22nd year of Emperor Kangxi's reign in the Qing Dynasty, Shi Lang
commanded Qing forces to reclaim Taiwan, shaping a profoundly influential historical legacy.
This article investigates how Shi Lang utilized Mazu worship within religious narratives to
articulate his political wisdom. By attributing his victory to divine intervention, Shi Lang
strategically reshaped his identity, legitimized Qing authority, and gently transformed frontier
governance practices. By examining primary sources such as Jinghai Jishi, Memorials of
Marquis Jinghai, and Chronicle of Marquis Jinghai, alongside scholarly literature, this research
highlights Shi Lang's institutionalization of Mazu worship through religious symbolism and
rituals, effectively integrating it as an essential cultural resource for governance. Concurrently,
this strategy mitigated personal political controversies and established a governance model
characterized by "divine-political interplay."

Keywords:Shi Lang; Mazu worship; political wisdom; religious narratives; governance in
early Qing Dynasty
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